
  Class: Nursery & 
Reception 

Term:  Spring 1  Lady Katherine Leveson CE Primary School  Topic: Space, Dinosaurs and Chinese New Year 

 
Communication and Language Development 
Activities 

 I will participate, ask and answer questions during circle 
times. 

 I will be talking about my own experiences and interests 
to do with Dinosaurs, Space and celebrations 

 I will be imagining and recreating roles in real life family 
situations and fictional topic stories  

 I will be talking about the similarities and differences 
between different dinosaurs, planets and celebrations 

 I will talk about different bible stories and how 
characters feel.  

 I will discuss seasonal changes – Winter to Spring 

 I will explore and practice the pronunciation of new 
phonic sounds.  

 I will be singing songs to do with Dinosaurs and Space. 
 
Spring Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Pays attention and listens in circle time activities 
 Sits, listens and pays attention to most of a story 
 Understands who, what, and where questions 
 Understands a two part instruction 
 Answers a simple question about a familiar story 
 Enjoys role playing a familiar story 
 Can start and continue a conversation with an adult or 

friend 
 Learns new words and is able to use them in 

communicating 
Reception:  

 Uses new vocabulary throughout the day in their talk 
and play 

 Uses new vocabulary in different contexts 
 Explains how things work and why they might happen 
 Uses talk to help work out problems and organise 

thinking and activities 
 Questions why things happen 
 Ask questions to find out more 
 Describes events in some detail  
 Engages in non-fiction books to develop their 

understanding 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Activities 
 

 I will be participating in turn taking games 

 I will participate, ask and answer questions during PSHE and 
Collective Worship sessions 

 I will be trying out new activities independently and select 
resources independently. 

 I will be dressing and undressing independently for P.E 

 I will be following routines of the school day 

 I will be learning and discussing my Dreams & Goals  

 I will learn about Peace 
 

Spring Key Skills Focus  
Nursery: 

 Completes a simple play-based activity with support 
 Completes an unfamiliar activity with support 
 Becomes more outgoing with unfamiliar people in the 

school 
 Has a close friend that they will comfortably play with 
 Cooperates and follows all rules and routines  
 Adapts behaviour when there are changes of routine 
 Able to describe using words how they are feeling 
 Able to explain why they are feeling a certain way 

 
Reception:  

 Explores and talks about what they are learning 
confidently  

 Sees themselves as a valuable individual 
 Shows sensitivity to others’ needs  
 Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children 
 Understands that others express their feelings in different 

ways  
 Understands the difference between fair and unfair 
 Knows how to deal with something if it goes wrong. 
 Accepts new challenges and shows determination when 

trying to complete them. 

Physical Development 
Activities 

 I will be participating in Net/Wall games in PE 

 I will practice my throwing and catching skills with 2 hands 

 I will follow simple rules during PE and games 

 I will be using tools safely. 

 I will be describing the changes of my body after being 
active. 

 I will continually learn ways of how we can look after our 
bodies 

 I will be moving with increased control.  

 I will be using a range of small and large resources. 

 I will be using a range of malleable materials in my play. 
 
Spring Key Skills Focus  
Nursery: 

 Runs skillfully and negotiates space successfully 
 Jumps off a low object and lands on feet 
 Uses string to thread in and out of the holes around a shape 
 Uses chalk and paint to make marks 
 Steadily holds the scissors and the paper to cut.  
 Uses scissors to cut a piece of paper in half 
 Puts on their own coat independently  
 Uses the toilet independently and washes/dries their hands 

by themselves 
Reception:  

 Negotiates space successfully when playing games 
 Develops overall body coordination and agility 
 Throws a ball using two hands into a large target on the 

floor. 
 Catches a ball with two hands from a short distance 
 Uses scissors competently, safely and confidently 
 Holds a pencil using the correct grip to form letters and draw 

pictures 
 Knows why we need to have a good sleep routine 
 Understands what a sensible amount of screen time is 



Mathematical Development 
Activities 

 I will be singing a range of number songs 
using actions to count.  

 I will complete Counting, ordinality and 
cardinality activities  

 I will learn a range of new mathematical 
vocabulary and use it in play 

 I will complete activities to practice my 
perceptual subitising skills 

 I will represent and compare quantaties 
in different ways. 

 I will explore composition using part-
part-whole models.  

 Exploring 2D and 3D shapes 
Spring Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Counts up to 5 objects in different ways 
and knows that the last number reached 
tells you how many there are in total.  

 Recites numbers past 5. 
 Selects shapes appropriately in play to 

make models, and may combine shapes 
to make new ones. 

 Recognises some 2D shapes. 
 Understands size and uses the language 

of ‘big’ and ‘small’. 
 Understands length and uses the 

language of ‘tall’ and ‘short’. 
 Anticipates specific time based events 

such as snack time and home time. 
 Can retell some parts of a past event. 

Reception:  
 Links the numeral with its cardinal 

number value.  
 Counts beyond 10. 
 Understands one more and one less 

than a given number.  
 Adds and subtracts one digit numbers. 
 Describes the properties of 2D shapes 

and identifies shapes in the 
environment. 

 Recognises 3D shapes. 
 Orders numbers to 10. 
 Identifies missing numbers in a 

sequence. 
 Partition numbers up to 5 

 

Literacy Development 
Activities 

 I will participate in 2 phonic sessions a 
day 

 I will practice my oral blending skills 
throughout the day 

 I will play listening games 

 I will be completing phonic activities 
linked to my appropriate phonic phase.  

 I will read to an adult/share a book twice 
a week.  

 I will listen and engage in at least 1 class 
story a day. 

 I will have access to explore a range of 
books and writing/mark making activities.  

 I will learn the correct formation of 
letters using the letter families groups 
and rhymes.  

 
Spring Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Understands that print has meaning. 
 Has likes and dislikes in different book 

genres. 
 Copies an adult saying a sound. 
 Recognises and says some simple sounds 

using picture prompts. 
 Uses makaton signs for new vocabulary. 
 Looks at pictures prompts to support 

them to remember new words. 
 Copies random letters. 
 Writes and forms some letters correctly. 

Reception:  
 Reads short simple phrases. 
 Reads a range of common exception 

words. 
 Recognises trigraphs. 
 Reads simple sentences. 
 Understands what the word/s they have 

read means. 
 Describes the key events in a story they 

have read. 
 Lowercase letters are recognisable and 

corrects their own formation. 
 Recognises capital letters and matches 

these to the lowercase letter. 
 Hold a simple sentence independently. 
 Write a short simple sentence 

independently. 

 
 

Expressive Arts and Design Development 
Activities 

 I will complete Beat & Tempo activities to 
explore types of music.  

 I will explore sound which might have been 
heard in the Jurassic 

 I will sing familiar nursery rhymes and use 
instruments.  

 I will learn and sing songs linked to the topic 

 I will explore materials and construction 

 I will build, attach, paint or cover to create 
rockets, UFO’s dinosaurs and lanterns.  

 I will choose materials suitable for modelling 
and explore ways of fitting and attaching. 
(sellotape, masking tape, glue.)   

 
Spring Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Joins in and sings most of the words in a 
song or rhyme.  

 Has a favourite song that they enjoy singing 
independently.  

 Creates their own actions and uses makaton 
signs to sing their favourite song. 

 Moves rhythmically to a familiar song. 
 Responds emotionally and physically to 

music when it changes. 
 Explores a range of instruments and plays 

them in different ways. 
 Builds stories around toys that they play 

with.  
 Engages in imaginative role play based on 

their own experiences.  
 Expresses ideas and feelings through making 

marks and gives meaning to marks they 
make. 

 Holds the paint brush correctly and paints a 
simple picture. 

Reception:  
 Explores, uses and refines a variety of 

artistic effects to express their ideas and 
feelings.  

 Returns to and builds on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. 

 Identifies differences when listening to 
different types of music.  

 Plays an instrument in time to music and 
keeps the pulse. 

 Learns a short dance routine and matches 
the pace.  

 Uses their own experiences to develop 
storylines in play.  

 Role plays and retells parts of a learnt story, 
pretending to be a character.  

 Uses taught vocabulary to develop their 
play. 

Understanding the World Development 
Activities 

 I will participate in weekly outdoor learning 
sessions (Woodland Wonderer’s) 

 I will observe and discuss the changes in the 
seasons and weather.  

 I will complete activities linked to Volcanoes 

 I will explore the ways of travelling to China 
and to Space.  

 I will learn and discuss why we help others 
when they need it. 

 I will create dinosaur and space pictures on 
Purple Mash.  

 I will learn and explore the celebration of 
Chinese New Year. 

 I will explore the concept of space and the 
solar system.   

 I will observe and discuss the changes from 
dinosaurs to fossils. 

 I will complete a class topic Science 
Investigation 

 
Spring Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Discusses what they can see, touch and hear 
in play.  

 Talks about what they see using a wide 
vocabulary. 

 Describes a significant event they have 
experienced. 

 Knows some of the things that make them 
unique. 

 Explores the outdoor environment and shows 
some confidence in taking risks. 

 Understands that the natural environment 
changes over time. 

 Enjoys taking part in different celebrations.  
 Talks about festivals that they celebrate. 
 Knows that there are different countries in 

the world. 
Reception: 

 Understands how families may differ. 
 Recognises that there are similarities and 

differences between themselves and others. 
 Identifies how some things have changed and 

developed over time. 
 Talks about past and present events in their 

own lives and in the lives of family members. 
 Talks about changes in their immediate 

environment.   
 Recognises some environments that are 

different to the one in which they live. 
 Understands that some places are special to 

members of their community.  
 Recognises that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in different ways. 

 



Books  

Week 1 – AM Perfectly Norman PM Perfectly Norman (Literacy focus)  

Week 2 –  AM Man on the Moon PM Perfectly Norman (Literacy Focus) 

Week 3 – AM Whatever Next! PM Perfectly Norman (Literacy Focus) 

Week 4 – AM Aliens Love Underpants  PM Perfectly Norman (Literacy Focus) 

Week 5 – AM Gigantasaurus PM Perfectly Norman (Literacy Focus) 

Week 6 –  AM If I had a Dinaosaur  

Week 7 –  AM The Great Race and The Runaaway Wok 

3 chunks a week – each week (5 weeks) is a plot point  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


