
  Class: Nursery & 
Reception 

Term:  Autumn 2 Lady Katherine Leveson CE Primary School  Topic: Bright Lights, Chilly Winter & Christmas 

 
Communication and Language Development 
Activities 

 I will be talking about my own experiences and interests to do 
with Bonfire Night, Winter and Christmas.  

 I will be imagining and recreating roles in real life family 
situations, fictional stories and the Nativity. 

 I will be talking about the similarities and differences between 
different toys, new and old. 

 I will talk about different bible stories and how characters feel.  

 I will discuss seasonal changes – Autumn to Winter. 

 I will explore and practice the pronunciation of new phonic 
sounds.  

 I will be singing Winter and Christmas songs.  

 
Autumn Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Listens to different sounds and noises. 
 Recognises and responds to familiar sounds. 
 Listens with interest and responds to name. 
 Selects familiar objects by name and will go and find objects 

when asked.  
 Understands a simple sentence.  
 Understands and responds to a simple instruction. 
 Join in with singing familiar songs.  
 Join in with repeated refrains in a story. 
 Identifies the main characters in a story. 
 Can say a word to identify the name of an object or person. 
 Uses picture prompts to talk about something or someone 

familiar.  
 Talks about familiar people or experiences. 

Reception:  
 Listens carefully and copies the words in rhymes and song. 
 Recognises words that some words are unfamiliar and is 

interested to find out what they mean.  
 Learns new makaton signs and recognises new words using 

makaton symbols. 
 Develops social phrases.  
 Responds to questions using short phrases. 
 Uses sentence stems to finish a sentence.  
 Interested in finding out more about things that interest them. 
 Uses question stems to ask a question about something of 

interest. 
 Engages in story time.  
 Recognises the main characters in a familiar story.  
 Listens to and talks about stories to build familiarity and 

understanding. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Activities 
 I will be participating in turn taking games 

 I will be trying out new activities independently and select resources 
independently. 

 I will be dressing and undressing independently for P.E 

 I will be learning routines of the school day 

 I will be learning about Anti-Bullying.  

 I will be learning about celebrating difference.  

 I will learn about Joy and Faithfulness.   

 
Autumn Key Skills Focus  
Nursery: 

 Engages in play that is supported by an adult.  
 Explores new toys and environments whilst guided by an adult. 
 Selects an activity that interests them. 
 Will separate from parent/carer with support. 
 Will separate from parent/carer more independently.  
 Develops a bond with the class teacher or TA. 
 Understands the word ‘no’. 
 Begins to respond to behaviour reminders.  
 Aware of some of the classroom rules and routines. 
 Uses gestures to describe feelings. 
 Points to an emotion face to describe how they feel. 
 Distinguishes between ‘happy’ and ‘sad’. 

Reception:  
 Chooses what they want to play with independently. 
 Says when they do or do not need help.  
 Describes themselves in positive terms and talks about their likes 

and dislikes. 
 Enjoys playing in a group and sometimes initiates play. 
 Initiates conversations and responds to what others say. 
 Plays cooperatively and takes turns with others. 
 Distinguishes between happy and sad. 
 Aware of their own feelings and can explain how they feel. 
 Understands that their own actions can affect other people. 
 Sustains attention and focus when playing with something of their 

choice. 
 Asks for help when trying a new activity. 
 Tries hard to complete an unfamiliar activity by themselves. 

Physical Development 
Activities 

 I will be doing Dance and Gymnastics.  

 I will be using tools safely. 

 I will be playing a range of games. 

 I will be describing the changes of my body after being active. 

 I will be moving with increased control.  

 I will be using a range of small and large resources. 

 I will be using a range of malleable materials in my play. 

 
Autumn Key Skills Focus  
Nursery: 

 Walks with coordination and avoids obstacles.  
 Sits on a tricycle with good balance and developing confidence 

pedaling.  
 Rides a tricycle with developing control by steering, slowing down 

and speeding up. 
 Uses play dough to make a model.  
 Uses fingers to make marks in wet sand.  
 Picks up small objects with thumb and one finger and inserts them 

into matching spaces. 
 Holds the scissors with their palm faced down. 
 Holds the scissors with support.  
 Opens and closes the scissors correctly. 
 Needs support with taking clothing off and on. 
 Helps with putting some clothing on e.g. puts on hat. 
 Unzips their coat then takes off their coat by themselves. 

Reception:  
 Experiments with different ways of moving. 
 Controls body whilst performing a sequence of movements. 
 Negotiates space successfully when playing games. 
 Travels in different ways (walking, crawling, running, rolling, 

climbing, hopping, skipping and jumping). 
 Sits on the floor and rolls a large ball to a friend.  

 Bounces a large ball using two hands.  

 Throws a ball using two hands into a large target on the floor. 

 Pours from one container to another. 
 Uses cutlery to pick up and eat food. 
 Holds a paint brush correctly and paints confidently. 
 Knows how physical activity improves our health and takes part in 

whole class exercises. 
 Understands the importance of hand washing and personal hygiene.  
 Understands why it is important to brush your teeth. 

 



Mathematical Development 
Activities 

 I will be singing a range of number songs 
using actions to count.  

 I will complete Counting, ordinality and 
cardinality activities of numbers to 5. 

 I will learn a range of new mathematical 
vocabulary. – more than, fewer than, greater 
than etc.  

 I will be using new vocabulary to compare the 
number of objects in 2 sets by matching them 
1:1. 

 I will play games and do activities exploring 
the concept of ‘wholes’ and ‘parts’. 

 I will explore and create part-part-whole 
models.  

Autumn Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Shows some awareness of number and 
enjoys counting songs.  

 Says random number names. 
 Recites some numbers in sequence. 
 Matches the correct shape into the correct 

mould.  
 Sorts shapes together that look similar. 
 Selects shapes appropriately in play to make 

models, and may combine shapes to make 
new ones. 

 Can recognise when something has the same 
or different colours.  

 Notices differences between different toys.  
 Understands size and uses the language of 

‘big’ and ‘small’. 
 Shows awareness of ‘now’ and ‘next’. 
 Follows and understands the daily class 

routine.  
 Understands some talk about immediate past 

and future. 

Reception:  
 Counts objects and actions. 
 Explores the composition of numbers. 
 Begins to subitise – quantities up to 5.  
 Compares quantities up to 10 in different 

contexts.  
 Identifies if quantities are greater than, less 

than or the same.  
 Understands one more and one less than a 

given number. 
 Begins to talk about the shapes of everyday 

objects e.g. round, tall.  
 Recognises 2D shapes.  
 Describes the properties of 2D shapes and 

identifies shapes in the environment. 
 Recognises numbers in the environment. 
 Recognises when numbers are the same or 

different.  
 Beginning to recognise patterns in numerals. 

Literacy Development 
Activities 

 I will participate in 2 phonic sessions a day. 

 I will practice my oral blending skills 
throughout the day. 

 I will be completing phonic activities linked to 
my appropriate phonic phase.  

 I will read to an adult twice a week.  

 I will listen and engage in at least 1 story a day. 

 I will have access to explore a range of books 
and writing/mark making activities.  

Autumn Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Interested in books and rhymes. 
 Holds a book the correct way up and turns the 

pages.  
 Chooses a book that they are interested in 

independently. 
 Joins in with phonics songs.  
 Says the word to identify the picture that is 

shown to them.  
 Copies an adult saying a sound. 
 Copies new words. 
 Copies and sings some of the words in familiar 

songs. 
 Uses makaton signs for new vocabulary. 
 Makes marks on paper using a pencil. 
 Shows increasing pencil control by tracing over 

straight lines. 
 Traces over patterned lines and shapes. 

Reception:  
 Recognises some individual sounds. 
 Recognises the initial sound in a simple word. 
 Blends sounds into words, so that they can 

read CVC words made up of known letter-
sound correspondences. 

 Can explain what is happening in the pictures 
in a familiar book.  

 Predicts what they think might happen in a 
story by looking at the front cover. 

 Describes what the characters are doing in a 
familiar book. 

 Makes marks using a pencil and then says 
what they have tried to write.  

 Traces over letters that they form incorrectly 
and can then attempt to form them correctly. 

 Attempts to copy letters using a sound mat 
and rhyme. 

 Identifies and writes the initial sound in a 
simple word. 

 Attempts to copy letters using a sound mat 
and rhyme. 

 Holds a short phrase independently. 

 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design Development 
Activities 

 I will complete Loud & Quiet activities to 
explore types of music.  

 I will sing familiar nursery rhymes and use 
instruments.  

 I will learn and sing Christmas songs.  

 I will take part and perform in a Christmas 
play.  

 I will create fire work and bonfire pictures.  

 I will paint Christmas themed pictures.  
 I will design and make my own Christmas 

biscuit.  
Autumn Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Repeats some of the words in a simple song. 
 Copies the actions and sings the repeated 

refrains in a familiar song. 
 Joins in and sings most of the words in a 

song or rhyme.  
 Has a favourite song that they enjoy singing 

independently. 
 Copies an adult’s movements and actions to 

a song.  
 Dances along to a song that they like. 
 Beginning to take part in pretend play. 
 Developing pretend play by pretending that 

one object represents another. 
 Builds stories around toys that they play 

with. 
 Experiments with blocks, colours and marks. 
 Explores paint and makes marks using 

fingers.  
 Expresses ideas and feelings through making 

marks and gives meaning to marks they 
make. 

Reception:  
 Explores colours and what happens when 

they are mixed.  
 Selects appropriate resources and tools to 

create something of their choice.  
 Creates simple artwork with a purpose in 

mind. 
 I can spread, stir, whisk, mix ingredients 

hygienically. 
 Explores the different sounds of 

instruments.  
 Enjoys listening to music and tries to sing 

some of the words. 
 Remembers the actions and words in a 

familiar song.  
 Joins in and copies a simple dance routine. 
 Learns a short dance routine and matches 

the pace. 

 
 

Understanding the World Development 
Activities 

 I will explore Advent/Christmas. 

 I will learn why Christians perform Nativity 
plays at Christmas. 

 I will learn about Forgiveness & Friendship. 

 I will explore Bonfire Night using my senses. 

 I will discuss the importance of Remembrance 
Day.  

 I will explore and compare the key features of 
the Arctic and Antarctic. 

 I will explore the habitats of hibernating 
animals and classify animals.  

 I will explore and discuss the changes of 
water to ice, and ice to water.  

 I will complete a class science experiment to 
do with floating and sinking.  

 I will do a range of activities using the 
computer and Ipad.  

Autumn Key Skills Focus 
Nursery: 

 Identifies the name of something that they 
see or notice in the outdoors. 

 Recognises some different parts of their 
body.  

 Describes what different parts of the body 
are used for.  

 Talks about their home and who they live 
with.  

 Describes a significant event they have 
experienced.  

 Shows interest in different occupations. 
 Shows curiosity about living things and enjoys 

exploring the outdoors.  
 Recognises changes in the weather.  
 Enjoys taking part in different celebrations.  
 Talks about festivals that they celebrate. 

Reception: 
 Recognises the names of familiar people.  
 Talks confidently about members of their 

immediate family. 
 Recognises how members of the community 

help us.  
 Differentiates between old and new things in 

a familiar context.  
 Identifies some special events or experiences 

in their life.   
 Recognises and celebrates that some children 

may look different or have different families. 
 Explores the natural world around them. 
 Describes what they hear, see and feel whilst 

outside.  
 Talks about things that they have observed 

such as plants, animals and objects. 
 

 



Week 1 – Dipals Diwali  

Week 2 – Frozen  

Week 3 – Here Comes Jack Frost 

Week 4 – Nativity (preparation for play) The Great Explorer  

Week 5 – Animals in Winter  

Week 6 – The Christmas Promise 

Week 7 - Hopescotch and the Christmas Tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


