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Our School Vision

‘Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!’ 
Psalm 98:4

Celebrating together the richness and diversity 
of life throughout the world; global citizens 
within our community and beyond.

Starting school is a really special experience and 
we appreciate that you have chosen for your child 
to join our wonderful community in our Early Years 
Foundation Stage.

Throughout your child’s journey with us, we will 
help them be:
• confident learners
• joyful learners
• global learners

Our school values underpin everything that we do.  
We chose them as a school community, to 
represent who we are and what we stand for:
• compassion
• reconciliation
• friendship
• joy
• community
• stewardship
• respect



Early Years Foundation Stage at Lady 
Katherine Leveson

From September 2021, we are running a combined 
Early Years provision for our Nursery (mornings) 
and Reception (all day) children.  In addition, we 
are running Care and Play, for our pre-school 2+ 
children.  Morning Nursery children can also 
access wraparound in Care and Play for lunchtime 
and afternoon sessions.

We aim to inspire in every child the joy of 
learning; help them to develop confidence to 
enable them to achieve their dreams, goals and 
aspirations, and, to enable them to develop the 
skills, knowledge and experience to grow as happy 
and positive members of society.



The Foundation Stage Curriculum

Throughout your child’s time in the Foundation 
Stage, they will be following the curriculum for 
the Early Years Foundation Stage, working 
towards the Early Learning Goals by the end of 
Reception. This curriculum outlines standards for 
learning and development for all children aged 0-5 
and is organised into seven areas of learning: 

Personal, Social and Emotional development: 
Developing independence, confidence, making 
friends and getting on with other children and 
telling others how you feel and what you like.

Physical Development: 
Encouraging an enjoyment of active play and 
gaining confidence in movement, energetic 
activity indoors and outdoors, development of 
skills such as running, throwing, climbing, learning 
how to make delicate movements with fingers and 
hands and finding out about health and fitness.

Communication and Language: 
The development of listening skills, learning to 
enjoy stories and rhymes, developing their 
understanding of language and their speaking skills.



Literacy - Early Reading:
At Lady Katherine Leveson School, we are fully 
committed to making every child a reader. To 
ensure a secure start to every child's reading 
journey and help children progress from decoding 
words to reading fluently and for pleasure, we 
follow Collins Big Cat Phonics reading scheme.  

Throughout EYFS and KS1 our children will explore 
a range of both fiction and non-fiction texts which 
are with fully decodable and aligned to Letters and 
Sounds.  This ensures that the books children read 
at home are 97% decodable, allowing them to 
practise the phonics which have been taught at 
school and read with fluency.

Mathematics: 
Using number names in play, playing counting games, 
and experimenting with shapes and measure. 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
Children are given the opportunity to learn to 
express ideas and feelings through painting, 
drawing and modelling, acting out different 
situations, singing and making music and movement 
and dance. 



The Environment

Our Nursery and Reception Unit has inside and 
outside areas for all children to explore. Our 
classrooms are well resourced and helped by our 
small class sizes, offer spacious areas for 
learning. The inside area is set out each day with 
a variety of activities such as small construction, 
writing materials, messy play activities, 
imaginative play, sand, investigative activities, 
puzzles, books and role play areas. 

The outside area is open all year round, in all types 
of weather with retractable canopies to protect 
from the elements. The outside areas offer unique 
opportunities to develop social and linguistic skills 
for getting on with others, (e.g. learning to share, 
taking turns etc) and for learning on a larger scale 
than is possible inside. 



Care and Play

Our 2+ and wraparound provision has its own 
special building and outdoor area. It provides a 
nurturing and stimulating environment to ensure 
progressive learning experiences for your child. 

We also benefit from having free access to the 
grounds of the Foundation of Lady Katherine 
Leveson.  We regularly visit St. Mary’s church and 
have good links with the residents of the Care 
Home. 



The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson

We are fortunate to be located within the 
stunning grounds of the Foundation of Lady 
Katherine Leveson.  Steeped in history and set in 
beautiful countryside, it is a wonderful place to 
go to school.

We regularly visit St. Mary’s church and the Care 
home, as well as exploring the grounds during 
Forest School sessions and outdoor learning.



The School Day Care & Play sessions
Time Comments
7:45am Breakfast Club 
8.45am Staff available on the playground to 

answer any questions
8.55am
9.00am

Bell rings, school day begins
Care & Play Morning Club 

12.00 Nursery home time 
Care & Play lunch club begins (including 
wrap-around provision for Nursery 
children)
Reception – Lunch time 

12.45 Care & Play Afternoon Club begins

1.00pm Afternoon Session begins for Reception 
children

3.15pm End of Care & Play Afternoon Club

3.20pm End of School day for all children (After 
School Club available for Nursery to Year 
6)
Pick up times available: 
by 4:30pm
by 5:30pm
by 6:00pm

6pm After School Club ends

Time Comments
7:45 Breakfast Club 

9.00 – 12.00 Morning Club (age 2-3)

12.00 – 12.45 Lunch Club (age 2 –
Nursery)

12.45 – 15.15 Afternoon Club (age 2 –
Nursery)

3.15pm – 6.00pm After School Club                 
(Nursery – Year 6)
Pick up times available: 
by 4:30pm
by 5:30pm
by 6:00pm

Please contact Miss Pitt if you would like more 
information regarding 2,3 and 4 year old funding, 
as well as booking places for any care & Play 
sessions. 



Snack Time
The government provides daily free fruit for 
children in the Foundation Key Stage and Key 
Stage One. Our school has a healthy eating policy 
and we encourage all children to try the different 
fruits on offer. Children are not allowed to bring 
chocolate or sweets to school apart from a treat 
on a special occasion such as birthdays. 

Snack Area 
As a Foundation Stage, we do not have set ‘snack 
times’, but we allow children free access to the 
classroom snack areas up to 11 o’clock. 

Milk and Drinks
Milk is provided by the ‘Cool Milk’ distributer and 
following government policy we offer parents the 
service of ordering this free milk for all children 
under 5. You will receive a leaflet explaining how 
to register your child for their milk. Once your 
child is five, you will receive notification from

Cool Milk that you need to begin to pay for your 
milk, unless you meet the criteria to receive pupil 
premium funding for your child. 

Care & Play Milk & Fruit
In Care & Play, milk and fruit are provided in both
morning and afternoon sessions. This is included in
the price for the sessions that are chosen.

Water Bottles
We give children opportunities to drink water
throughout the whole school day. Please can you
ensure your child comes into school every day with
a named bottle of water. We do not allow
children to drink fizzy pop or squash in school.

If you forget to send a water bottle in with your
child there will be fresh water provided.



Phonics and Reading

Phonics
As a Foundation Stage, we follow the DfE Primary
National Strategy ‘Letter & Sounds’ programme
of learning to read. The children work through
the phases to learn sounds and skills to support
them to read. By the end of Reception, children
have a secure knowledge of Phase 4 and the
preceding stages.

Library Books 
Children in Nursery and Care & Play will bring
home a story book for you to read with them
every week. This is a book that the children have
chosen for themselves. It may be one they are
already familiar with or perhaps have at home. It
is important to value these choices and develop
their confidence in this very early stage of
reading.

Reception Reading Books
Children in Reception will receive a selected 
reading book to take home and practise reading 
with parents/carers. This is a phonetically 
decodable book, which we expect your child will be 
able to read fluently through practising over the 
course of the week. Books will be changed every 
Monday. 

Book Bags
We encourage you to purchase a book bag from 
the PTA.  This is particularly useful for letters, 
notes and forms, as well as books to be 
transported safely between home and school.



Lunch Time

Lunch time for Foundation Stage children begins 
at 12 o’clock. Lunch is either a hot meal or freshly 
prepared wraps.  Every child in Reception, year 1 
and year 2 is provided with a school meal from 
the government.   

If you do not wish your child to receive their 
school lunch they may bring in a packed lunch 
from home instead.

If your child is staying for lunch club through 
Care & Play the children will be escorted to the 
lunch hall and will be looked after by Care & Play 
staff. Afterwards they will return to their 
setting and have opportunities to play and have 
many learning experiences. 

Members of staff will assist the children to 
settle and become familiar and confident with the 
new routines. They are also on hand throughout 
the year should any children need additional help.

Lunch money and other monies 

Lunch monies can be paid daily, weekly or half-
termly and the cost for these is detailed in our 
weekly newsletter. We use a system called Parent 
Pay and this allows our families to pay for items 
such as lunch, music tuition, swimming lessons, 
school fund and educational visits securely on-
line. A letter explaining this in more detail, 
together with your password to enable you to gain 
access, will be given to you when your child starts 
in September.

Playtimes

The Foundation Key Stage curriculum is organised 
and planned to allow all children constant access 
to the outdoor learning environment, therefore 
we do not have official playtimes during the 
school day, except for lunchtime.  Lunchtime 
attendants are on hand to reassure and ensure 
the safety of the children. 



Outdoor Learning

As part of the Foundation Stage Curriculum, the 
outdoor area is an essential part of children’s 
learning, and as such we aim to make as much use 
of the outdoor learning environment as possible. 
Children will be able to participate in both 
focused and child initiated activities at all times.

We would be grateful if your child could bring: 
a warm waterproof coat
wellies to be kept in school 
a sun hat 

The school will provide waterproof trousers and 
coats for messy and forest school activities. 
Parents will be asked to ensure children arrive in 
their own clothes on their forest school day. 



Partnership with Parents

Our aim is to work closely with parents to 
educate your children. A member of staff is 
always available to talk to parents about concerns 
or worries. We are aware that not all children are 
forthcoming about information about their day so, 
for this reason, we provide ways to ensure 
effective communication. These include:

• a whole school weekly newsletter
• information class letters
• parent workshops
• Autumn and Spring term parents’ evening
• end of year school report
• curriculum overviews
• ‘Marvellous Moments’ communication book
• information on the school website

Parent Helpers
We very much encourage and value your support 
both at home and in school. During the year, 
Foundation Key Stage children take part in Forest 
School. In order for this activity to take place we 
are dependent on Parent support to maintain safe 
adult to child ratios; this is a fantastic 
opportunity to spend the morning or afternoon 
with your child learning essential life skills in the 
woods behind school. 
If you would like to volunteer to help out in school 
on a more regular basis then please speak to the 
school office.  We thank you in anticipation of 
your support.

EYFS Policy
Our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) policy 
can be found on our school website. This follows 
the DfE Early Years standards, as outlined in the 
Statutory Framework (2021). 



Uniform

All children are expected to wear the school 
uniform. In addition, Nursery children may wear 
the school tracksuit as this is easily removed for 
changing and toileting. Please may we request that 
clothes and shoes are easy to put on and off, as 
this aids greater independence and helps both the 
children and the adults. A shirt and tie is not 
suitable for children in the Foundation Key Stage. 
Also available is a waterproof jacket in the school 
royal blue, with school crest. 

Uniform can be ordered on line from Top Form
www.top-form.co.uk or Palmers, 1640 High 

Street, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0AN. 

Care & Play 
Care & Play can dress in school uniform, however 
it is not compulsory. Children attending Care & 
Play sessions must bring a bag of spare clothes 
and nappies and wipes if required. 

Please make sure all items of clothing are clearly 
named, including coats.

http://www.top-form.co.uk/


Other Useful information

Key Contact Staff
Mrs Marlow – EYFS Lead
Miss Welland – EYFS Teacher
Miss Pitt – Care & Play Leader

PTA
Parents, Teachers Association meet most months 
and welcome new faces and ideas.

Website
https://ladyk.bdmat.org.uk/

Twitter
@LadyKSch

Facebook
Lady Katherine Leveson C of E Primary School 
Facebook page

After School arrangements
If your child is to be picked up from school by someone 
different, or is to go home with another child could you 
please inform the class teacher or the school office. 
You will need to inform the person who picks up your 
child of your chosen ‘secret password’. Without your 
permission and password your child will not be allowed 
to be taken. 

Term Dates 
School Term dates for 2021/2022 –please refer to our 
school website.

Holidays
Holidays during term time are not encouraged and will 
not be approved except in exceptional circumstances. 
This does not apply to Care & Play children. 

School Bus
If you are interested in your child travelling on a 
school bus, please complete the form available from 
the school office or through the council.

https://ladyk.bdmat.org.uk/


Lady Katherine Leveson CE Primary School
Early Years Foundation Stage

‘Joy to the World’


